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ARCHAEOLOGICAL TESTING OF SITE 41HR564 
HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS 
By 
J o e  T. Denton 
Texas 
S t a t e  Department o f  Highways and P u b l i c  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
Highway Design D i v i s i o n  
September 1985 
ABSTRACT 
P r e h i s t o r i c  S i t e  41HR564, l oca t ed  i n  Harr i s  County, Texas, near  Keegans 
Bayou and US Highway 59, was t e s t e d  i n  August 1985 t o  determine e l i g i -  
b i l i t y  f o r  i nc lus ion  wi th in  t h e  National  Regis te r  of H i s t o r i c  P laces  
and S t a t e  Archaeological Landmark s t a t u s .  Tes t ing  a l s o  was conducted 
t o  a s c e r t a i n  s i t e  depth and archaeologica l  s ign i f i cance .  No c u l t u r a l  
ma te r i a l s  were recovered a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  t e s t  and no f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i -  
ga t ions  a r e  recommended. 
INTRODUCTION 
Archaeological S i t e  41HR564 was recorded a t  the  Texas Archeological 
Research Laboratory of t h e  Balcones Research Center,  The Universi ty of 
Texas a t  Austin, i n  March 1985 by a member of t he  S t a t e  Department of 
Highways and Publ ic  Transpor ta t ion (SDHPT)  p rofess ional  c u l t u r a l  resources  
s t a f f .  
Tes t ing  of t he  s i t e  w a s  conducted on August 13 and 14, 1985, by Joe T. 
Denton of t he  SDHPT pro fes s iona l  c u l t u r a l  resources s t a f f ,  with f i e l d  
support  personnel provided by the  SDHPT D i s t r i c t  12 Harr i s  Northwest 
Residency Office.  Tes t ing  was performed under t h e  auspices of Procedures 
f o r  t he  P ro tec t ion  of H i s t o r i c  and Cu l tu ra l  P rope r t i e s  (36 CFR, P a r t  800),  
procedures prescr ibed  and endorsed by t h e  Federal  Highway Administrat ion,  
and a Memorandum of Agreement between the  SDHPT  and the  Texas A n t i q u i t i e s  
Committee. The ob jec t  of t h e  t e s t i n g  was t o  determine e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  
i nc lus ion  of t h e  s i t e  w i th in  the National  Regis te r  of H i s t o r i c  P laces  as 
prescr ibed  by f e d e r a l  r egu la t ion  and t o  determine S t a t e  Archaeological 
Landmark S t a t u s  as prescr ibed  by s t a t e  regula t ion .  Ascertaining t h e  
na tu re  of t h e  depos i t s  and cultural context  of t h e  s i t e  was a l s o  a prime 
cons idera t ion  of t he  t e s t i n g .  
The highway p ro jec t  a f f e c t i n g  the  s i t e  w i l l  involve t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of 
a major i n t e r s e c t i o n  f o r  U S 59 and Beltway 8. The p ro jec t  w i l l  involve 
cons t ruc t ion  of access  roads a s  we l l  as main lanes .  Right-of-way require-  
ments i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  s i t e  w i l l  be  400 f t .  
SITE DESCRIPTION AND TESTING PROCEDURES 
S i t e  41HR564 i s  loca ted  on a  channelized drainage which flows i n t o  Keegans 
Bayou e a s t  of present  US 59 (Fig. 1 ) .  The a r e a  i s  present ly  heav i ly  
overgrown wi th  brush and t a l l  g rasses .  The land has been c u l t i v a t e d  
and is  p resen t ly  used by l o c a l s  a s  a  dump  s i t e .  Cu l tu ra l  evidence a t  
the  time of the  i n i t i a l  survey was indica ted  by an Ensor d a r t  po in t  
and a  modified f l a k e  found i n  a  dark s o i l  exposed by t h e  channel izing 
of t h e  drainage.  
A t  the  time of testing no a d d i t i o n a l  evidence was observed along t h e  
cu t  bank. I n  o rde r  t o  t e s t  f o r  t he  presence of c u l t u r a l  ma te r i a l ,  two 
t e s t  u n i t s  were excavated on t h e  c u t  bank i n  t h e  dark s o i l  from which 
the  o r i g i n a l  f i n d s  were loca ted  (Fig. 2) .  These u n i t s  were approximately 
1 meter by 1 meter and were excavated by pick and shovel  i n  10 cm l e v e l s .  
Maximum depth excavated i n  t h e  two t e s t  u n i t s  was 40 cm and 50 cm respect-  
ive ly .  A l l  r e s u l t i n g  s o i l  was screened through 0.25 i n .  hardware c l o t h .  N o
c u l t u r a l  evidence was recovered i n  e i t h e r  u n i t .  
On the  b a s i s  of t h e  l a c k  of any c u l t u r a l  mater ia l  being recovered during 
t e s t i n g  opera t ions  a t  S i t e  41HR564, i t  is bel ieved t h a t  t he  s i t e  is  ex- 
tremely spa r se  i f  ex tan t  a t  a l l  and the re fo re  warrants  no f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i -  
gat ions .  I t  is be l ieved  t h a t  the  s i t e  does n o t  meet t he  c r i t e r i a  f o r  
i nc lus ion  wi th in  the  National  Register  of H i s t o r i c  P laces  and is  no t  of 
S t a t e  Archaeological Landmark s t a t u s .  
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FIGURE 2 .  Pro jec t  map of t h e  s i t e  a r e a  showing loca t ions  of t e s t  u n i t s .  
